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Consultation with Lodha PVTG Traditional L eaders under the Habitat 

Rights Recognition Process, Mayurbhanj , Odisha 

 

Date: 20th November 2015 

Venue: Multipurpose hall, Boys educational complex, Chikitamatia 

The District Level Committee (DLC) of Mayurbhanj District in the process of ensuring that all 

PVTGs in the District receive habitat rights as mentioned under rule 12(b)(1) of the Forest Rights 

Act (FRA) organize a consultation with the concern traditional institutional Leaders of Lodha 

PVTG, the consultation was organized with support from Integrated Tribal Development 

Department (ITDA), Baripada,  Lodha Development Agancy (LDA), Morada and in technical 

collaboration with Vasundhara1 

The objective of the consultation is to create awareness on the provision of Habitat Right under 

FRA among the Lodha community and to consult with the traditional leaders to identify the nature 

and extent of habitat with documentation and identification of their settlements, forest resources 

dependency, cultural places and their various clan group and also to share the post consultation 

process of habitat rights claims filing before the concerned Gram Sabhas. 

Prior to this consultation a preparatory meeting was organized on 6th November with about 25 

traditional leaders of the Lodha community to preliminary discuss about the nature and extent of 

their habitat at the office of the Lodha Development Agency, Morada and during the consultation 

it was found that the Lodha are spread across eight contiguous blocks2 of Mayurbhanj. 

It was decided with the Special Officer, Lodha Development Agency (LDA) to invite traditional 

leaders from all the identified blocks and with a special drive to carry out this activity, an eight 

members team was constituted including LDA staff, traditional leaders and one Vasundhara Staff 

to visit the concerned villages coming under the eight blocks and identify and simultaneously 

invite the traditional leaders on 16th and 17th November, a letter3 was also issued by the ITDA, 

Baripada4, the letter was also memo to all concerned department staff like Forest Department, 

Revenue Department, ITDA, LDA, PRI members and NGOs. 

 

 

                                                           
1 A NGO based in Bhubaneswar 
2 List annexed  
3 Letter annexed 
4 ITDA, Baripada is the nodal agency in  implementing FRA among all the four ITDA in Mayurbhanj 
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The consultation was held on 20th November and attend by about 100 participants from Lodha 

Community spread across eight blocks including special officer LDA, ITDA staffs, J. E Morada, 

staffs from Vasundhara & Gramswaraj5 and traditional leaders and also women members from 

Lodha community. 

The Consultation was started with the chairmanship of Special officer, Lodha Development 

Agency with a welcome note to all participants. He shared the objective of the meeting and briefly 

explained about the Habitat Rights provisions and shed some light on how it is going to benefits 

the community. He also shared that during the discussion it will also be discuss in detail about the 

procedure on how to claim the Habitat right.  

Then Mr. Subrat Kumar Nayak discuss in detail about the concept of habitat rights and how 

recognition of this rights can benefits them for them and also their generations to come in one hand 

and also protect forest, biodiversity and wild life in another hand, he also talk about the duties that 

the communities must seriously follow once the rights are recognized, while explaining he also 

asked the community to share their problems and issues, which the communities are facing 

regarding the use and access to forest and its resources. The community share their issues like 

restriction over their access to forest and its resources due to Tiger project in Similipal, they also 

raised their concern over depletion of forest and its resource base, answering to all these issues and 

concerns raised by the community he said most of the problem will be shorted out if the rights 

over their habitat will be recognized in its true spirit and for that he said there is a need for the 

community to come together and support in the entire claim making process as the district 

administration has also come forward for it. 

He also shared the claim making process by saying this is the first consultation then a team will be 

constituted at all concerned block then the team will go to all concerned villages where they will 

facilitate the file their habitat claims at Gram Sabha meeting and then a GPS mapping exercise 

will also be carried out, later on the claims will be consolidated at the sub-division level and then 

at District Level.  

The next session of the consultation was started with identification of Lodha Village (as the official 

figures only recognize 12 villages as Lodha habitation under the two blocks6 which is also the 

jurisdiction of LDA) and 32 villages under 8 Blocks was identified with the help of the community. 

Then he show the habitat area with the help of a map and also asked the community if they are 

interested to file a single claim over their larger habitat covering 32 villages, over which the 

community was unanimously agreed. 

Then individually the leaders of each village shared their information regarding their forest 

resources, cultural places, water resources, name of their mountains/hills, traditional agricultural 

                                                           
5 A NGO based in Baripada 
6 Refer annexure 1 
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practices, places of honey collection also locally known as óBhandarasô Major and minor forest 

produces, name of the clan groups and etc. 

Some of the informationôs are mentioned below: 

¶ Name of the Bhandara: Samadihi, Balighar, chturipani, Bagladiha, Handibhanga, purna 

chnadra pur, sanahoja, sata Simlipal forest.  

¶ Major forest produces: honey, jhuna, sal lefs, siali leafs, lakh, tendu leafs, salseeds, 

¶ Medicinal plants: kangaroo chera, kuchila seeds, Patala garuda, chara, iswar mula, 

dudhilata, tunga, kusuma, several tubers and mushrooms.  

¶ Major water recourses: Subrnarekha river, Budhabalanga River.  

The community was agreed to jointly claim for their larger habitat and also agreed to start the 

process by filling of claim at village level gram sabha, followed by GPS mapping of the habitat 

area and the community agreed to support in the entire process of claim making.  

The meeting was end with the endorsement of all participants on the Habitat map and vote of 

thanks by special officer Lodha development agency. 
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Annexure: 1- List of the Lodha villages: 

LODHA PVTG Villages 

SI.No Block G.P Village Under LDA 

1 Morada Julibhanga P.C. Pur LDA 

2 Bhadrasol LDA 

3 Gudigaon Gudigaon LDA 

4 Handibhanga LDA 

5 Haldipal Samadihi LDA 

6 Barkhand Tiansi LDA 

7 Chikitamatia Chikitamatia LDA 

8 Ghodabandha LDA 

9 Suliapada Bagada Nekadgunja LDA 

10 Bhobani LDA 

11 Uphalgadia Sansasol LDA 

12 Kantisahi Patharnasa LDA 

13 Kaptipada   Bagamunda Non-LDA 

14   Nedam Non-LDA 

15   Chamcheta Non-LDA 

16   Gopala Non-LDA 

17 Udala   Kadkisol Non-LDA 

18   Jharanasahi Non-LDA 

19   Budiadar Non-LDA 

20   Balighat Non-LDA 

21   Kadakasi Kundal Non-LDA 

22   Baniabasa Non-LDA 

23   Baddiha Non-LDA 

24   Dwarisahi Non-LDA 

25 Badsahi   Ghusiapausia Non-LDA 

26   Champagarh Non-LDA 

27 Khunta   Tiakatti Non-LDA 

28   Agnikuari Non-LDA 

29 Baripada   Dhansole Non-LDA 

30 Shamakhunta   Besarpani Non-LDA 

31   Jyotipur Non-LDA 

32   Bajratundi(hatimora) Non-LDA 
Source: Lodha Traditional Leaders consultation held on 20th December, 2015  
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Annexure: - 2 ï Letter issued by ITDA inviting Lodha Traditional Leaders 
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Annexure: - 3 ï Photographs  

 

 

 

  

Pre-consultation meeting with Lodha Traditional Leaders, Lodha Development Agency, Morada, 6th 

November 2015 (Photo: LDA Staff) 

Traditional Leaders consultation with Lodha PVTG, Multipurpose hall, Boys educational complex, 

Chikitamatia, 20th November 2015 (Photo : Manoj Dehuri) 
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Initial Village level meeting and claim filling at Samadihi Village, Haldipal G.P under Morada Block, 1st 

December 2015, (Photo: Subrat Kumar Nayak & Manoj Dehuri) 

 

 


