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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

Wednesday,1 December 2010
Monday, November 29, 2010

Ministry of Environment and Forests

RELOCATION OF 376 FAMILIES AND 3 FOREST VILLAGES FROM GIR
LION RESERVES

16:40 IST

Preparatory measures for relocation including adequate publicity in local
language have been undertaken for relocation of 376 families and 3 forest
villages from Gir Lion Reserve. This has been informed by the Government of
Gujarat to the Minuistry The Government of Gujarat has submitted a proposal
titled 'A plan for consolidating long term conservation of Asiatic lions (Panthera
leo persica) at the Greater Gir region including the Gir Protected Area System'.
The proposal also includes a component for relocation of 376 families and 3
forest villages from Gir.

The Planning Commission has ‘in principle’ approved an amount of Rs.262.36
crores for a period of five years for this project proposal and suggested that
financial assistance under the project may be met out of the ongoing scheme of
‘Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats’. As the fund allocation under the
scheme ‘Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats’ is meager, the project for
lion could not be accommodated within this scheme.

This information was given by the Minister of State for Environment and
Forests (independent charge) Shri Jairam Ramesh in a written reply to a
question by Shri Natuji Halaji Thakor in Rajya Sabha today.
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