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Summary

Of 28 villages inside the Sariska National Park, 11 villages are proposed for or undergoing relocation in the first phase.  Three have already been fully or partially relocated. In all these cases, there are multiple violations of both the Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 and the Wild Life Amendment Act (WLPA) 2006. Processes under the FRA have not even been initiated, and none of the consultations or consent procedures required under both these Acts have been carried out. While the quality of relocation has been mixed, many relocated families are facing multiple problems, including lack of secure title to the lands given to them, and lack of basic facilities. Many of them have reportedly threatened to go back to their original villages unless these issues are sorted out. These issues need to be resolved before any further relocation is carried out. 

Background 
The Sariska Tiger Reserve contains or is surrounded by more than 300 villages. It is spread over an area of 866 sq km., covered by the Aravalli hills, the oldest mountain range of the world, ranging in height from 450 meters to 700 meters, has more or less flat-topped hills- with big plateaus having undulating ground and numerous narrow valleys. Running roughly north to south these hills dissect the area: to the west is a level plain, mostly sandy and dotted with small hills; on the eastern side is a succession of hill ranges. The local human population is mainly gujjar pastoralist community who maintain large herds of buffaloes, goats and cows which graze in the Sariska forest area. The total population of the 300-villages/ hamlets is about 150,000 people where as 140,000 livestock population (plus a population growth rate of +30.82 percent) and their 85% population depends on the Sariska resources. It is important to mention that the local population have traditionally not killed wild animals for meat or commerce.
Villages proposed for relocation
There are 28 villages located inside the Sariska National Park, out of which the following 11 villages are proposed to be shifted in the first phase:

1) Bhagani

2) Umari-Deori 

3) Kankwari 

4) Kiraska

5) Sukola

6) Dabli

7) Haripura

8) Leelunda

9) Naya Kundalka

10) Raikamala

11) Rotkyala

About 1000 families, with a population over 12,000 humans and 35,000 cattle reside in these villages. In the 1970s, residents of Kiraska/ Karna ka bas village in Sariska were offered land by the forest department in a village outside the reserve's core area. But the villagers chose to sell off their new properties and returned to the core area. Interestingly, Kiraska village features in present round of planned relocations too. For more details about the land requirement for relocation, a table is attached herewith from the ‘Management Plan of Sariska’ document.
Current status of relocation 
Initially, the following three key villages; Bhagani, Kankwari and Umari have undergone relocation. Bhagani and Kankwari were/are located in the core 1. The current status of displacement from these villages is as follows:

	S.no.
	Name of villages
	Total no. of Families 
	No. of families              relocated, so far
	No. of families               left



	1
	Bhagani
	21
	21 (i.e. all)
	0

	2
	Kankwari (consists of  four hamlets known as Kraant, Peelapani, Kila-niche, kankwari)
	170
	106
	64

	3.
	Umari
	80
	21
	59

	
	TOTAL 
	271
	148
	123


As many as 39 families have been shifted during this month only i.e. in March 2010 .The Rajasthan Forest Department identified land in ‘Barod Rundh’ (about 100 km away) near Behror in Alwar district, for relocating 125 households from Bhagani and Kankwadi. Bhagani has been completed relocated at Barod Rundh, and now Kankwari is being relocated at the same place. About 106 households from Kankwari have already left. 

The other village Umari is also in the process of being relocated at another place known as ‘Maujpur Rundh’, about 50 km. away. As many 21 families, from Umari village are reported to have already shifted.
Violation of Forest Rights Act and Wild Life Act 
During our field survey people confirmed that the process of the Forest Rights Act has not been completed; indeed it has not even been initiated. It also does not appear that there have been any consultations with regard to the declaration of the area as Critical Tiger Habitat (under the Wild Life Act 2006). Consent of the relevant gram sabhas for relocation has also not been sought, as required under both these Acts. Thus there are multiple illegalities in the ongoing relocation. 

Problems/issues being faced by those already displaced 

The relocation process so far has been of mixed quality, with some positive results but also several continuing problems. Discussions with families already relocated, reveal the following problems: 

· It has been reported that there is a lack of proper documentation and legal papers; each relocated family has been given 6 bighas land, but with no pattas. Reportedly the Forest Dept is reluctant to give pattas as there is a fear land will be sold off and people will return to their original villages. This can however be resolved by giving inalienable ownership/patta, and in any case the Department has full powers over who enters the Reserve. 
· Also, Rs. 2.5 lakhs cash has been given but Forest Department deducts Rupees 1 lakh from the cash, in the name of transportation charges.

· There is some discrimination e.g. 2 widows got compensation whereas 7 others were denied, with no explanation.

· There is severe lack of information from the authorities (e.g. from FD and other agencies involved) regarding entitlements, schemes, or other facilities that the relocated families should have access to. No MoU or agreement, making  their entitlements clear, has been signed with villagers.

· Relocation sites lack proper facilities like water, electricity and education 
· Relocated families have almost lost their traditional occupation of livestock keeping, and inability to obtain gainful employment competing with local residents. 
The situation at some sites is so bad that last month, the displaced families have reportedly warned the FD that if it was not fulfilling their promises, they may return back to their earlier place.

Remove villagers, make way for tourists?  

Two of the villages being relocated, Bhagani and Kankwari, are in the vicinity of the Kankwari fort, which is historically important. It is said that the Mughul Emperor Aurangzab have imprisoned his younger brother Darah Shikoh in this fort. 

Presently, renovation of the fort is going on, reportedly to attract tourists to the area. Based on the information provided by a staff of the contractor, in the first phase (started one a half year ago), about Rs. 90 lakh tender was leased out to a Jaipur based Contractor ‘Rajesh Khandelwal’, for the renovation of the fort. The first phase is going to be completed by next month and second tender would follow, informed us by staff of the contractor.  Further, he informed that the authority, who provided approval for construction/repair/renovation work in the Kankwadi fort, is the Amer Vikas Samiti (Tourism Department). It is ironic that on one hand local people are being displaced from here, and on other hand new kind of people, in form of tourist, are being invited to the area!
Conclusion 

The above issues, and in particular the non-compliance of procedures under the FRA and WLPA, need to be urgently resolved. There is growing hostility to the idea of relocation, as people are seeing all these problems. Before any further relocation is carried out, it is important to fulfil the legal and administrative procedures, and resolve ground problems at the relocation sites. 
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Alwar - 301001 {Rajasthan}, India 

Email: krapavis_oran@rediffmail.com 
Telephone nos: 0144 - 2344863, 2702451

PAGE  
1

